
Ready to Scavenge the Attic? 

Hi there!  We’re very excited you decided to take on this Clever Kids Mysteries “Quick Case”! 
We hope you and your family greatly enjoy this mystery!  

So, how does it work?  Simple!  Follow the steps below and you’re on your way! 

1) Print out the remaining docs in this file.  They should all be printed as is in full size. You
can print in color or black and white.

2) Cut out the protractor included on one of the assets.

3) Start solving.  The game is meant to be played by both children and adults working
together. The puzzles can range from easy to difficult.  We hope it serves as a fun
bonding moment!

4) When you think you have the right answer, check out your results at
www.cleverkidsmysteries.com/solve

5) Need a hint along the way?  You’re not alone!  There is a hint sheet included here but
we’d recommend only checking if you need it.

6) When you’ve finished, we’d kindly ask that you tell us how we did.  Here’s a survey for
you: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYH6TCL

Thanks and Good Luck! 
John, Clever Kids Mysteries 
john@cleverkidsmysteries.com 

http://www.cleverkidsmysteries.com/solve
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TYH6TCL
mailto:john@cleverkidsmysteries.com


Case File 004: Scavenge in the Attic 

Hello there detective!  We hear you’d like to lend a hand to the Clever Kids 

Detective Agency.  We’ll gladly take your help.  

Our names are Leah, Suzie and Nick and we are the founding members of the 

Clever Kids Detective Agency.   This case hits home - literally.  It seems as if 

we’ve stumbled upon a mystery in the attic of Leah’s house.  What started off 

as a boring weekend afternoon has turned into a fun and fulfilling mystery! 

However, we could use a bit of help and wonder if you’re up for some 

detective work? 

Our story begins on a lazy Saturday 

afternoon.  We were hanging out at Leah’s 

house and looking for an activity on a 

rainy day.  We decided to check out Leah’s 

attic where her grandfather once had an 

office.  Shuffling through the drawers of 

an old desk, we found something very 

peculiar.  It was a note written by Leah’s 

grandfather and it mentions treasure, 

secured in the top drawer of the desk, 

which requires a one-word password. 

Leah’s grandfather had passed away two years ago and no one in her family 

had ever mentioned this “treasure”.  Now, we had a mystery on our hands!  

Leah’s grandfather was incredibly bright, spending many hours in his office 

and studying diverse topics such as geography, chemistry, ancient languages 

and more.   His note reads: 



 
 

“For my very bright granddaughter Leah: You have always been very clever.  I expect 
that someday that you (with the help of  your ever-so-clever friends) will discover some 
treasure I have left behind.  Don’t worry, you won’t have to travel far.  The treasure is 

right here in this room, along with all of the clues to open it.  With the letters you 
discover, scramble them into a word, and that is the password to my desk drawer.  

Love, Grandpa”  

We found some of his notes left on his 

desk, and one note said “Look [years of 

my life] degrees up from the window sill.” 

Well, my grandfather was 90 when he 

wrote the letter.  We went through his 

drawers and found a protractor.  In case 

you haven’t heard of a protractor, it is a 

tool used to measure angles from a 

straight surface.  If you line a protractor to 

a surface you can find angles very easily. 

So, we held a protractor to the top of the 

window.  Sure enough, it pointed to the 

letter ‘B’.  

We nailed it!  Well, one letter that is.  We could use help finding the other four. 

So what do you think?  Are you up for the challenge?  Do you think you’re 

ready to join our detective agency? 

Also, if you need a nudge, we’re here for you!  

Thanks and good luck, 

Clever Kids Detective Agency 









Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the

years of m
y life] degrees up from

 the

window sill.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up m
y 

favorite books] degrees up from
 the 

bookshelf.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the

hours at m
idnight] degrees up from

 m
y 

desk.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the

atom
ic num

ber of m
y trip] degrees up 

from
 m

y m
ap.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the

ancient artifacts] degrees up from
 the

aquarium
.

Rem
inder: D

on’t call the offices 
overseas at night!  It is the next
m

orning in their tim
e zone!

To D
o: O

rganize the library for 

future generations!

-
Throw out the worst ones!

-
Star your favorites!

A
tom

ic N
um

ber:  The num
ber of protons in the 

nucleus of an atom
, which determ

ines the 
chem

ical properties of an elem
ent and its place 

in the periodic table. M
Y 

N
O

TES



Scavenge the Attic - Hint Sheet 
Need a quick hit to get through a puzzle?  Sure thing!  Find the puzzles and hints below. 

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the years of my life] degrees up from the 

window sill. 

This answer was provided in the case file and is used to demonstrate how to use the protractor.  Leah’s 
grandfather was 90 when he wrote the letter.  So, if you place the protractor on the window and look up 90 
degrees, you’ll find one of five letters.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the ancient artifacts] degrees up from the 

aquarium. 

Leah’s grandfather studied ancient languages.  Included in the case are a language guide to a few numbers. 
Take that and look around the attic for artifacts with the same symbols on them.  Add up these numbers based 
on the ancient languages guide and then look up from the aquarium that many degrees.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up my favorite books] degrees up from the 

bookshelf. 

This is tricky.  If you peruse Leah’s grandfather’s notes, you’ll find that he tags his favorite books with a star. 
The case came with a close up photo of his bookshelf.  Instead of adding up the number of books that have 
stars on them, add up the titles of the books, each of which has a number in the title.  Lastly, place the 
protractor on the bookshelf and look up the number of degrees you came up with for the total.

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the hours at midnight] degrees up from my 

desk. 

The clocks on the wall represent the times in four different locations.  If you were to move the clock labeled 
“here” to midnight, what time would it be in the other three locations.  Add up the hours.  Place the protractor 
on the desk and then look up the number of degrees you calculated for hours. 

Looking for treasure?  Look [add up the atomic number of my trip] degrees up 

from my map. 

This is perhaps the trickiest puzzle.  On the map of the US, Leah’s grandfather has labeled four states he’s 
traveling to.  Take the two-letter state codes from each state he’s traveling to and then look up the 
corresponding element on the periodic table that shares that symbol.  The atomic number is the number shown 
above each element.  Add these up for the four elements.  Then place the protractor on the map and look up 
the number of degrees that is that number. 


	instructions1
	Case File
	attic
	assets1
	assets2
	notes



